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Kurnool became the capital of the new State, under the terms of the Sri Bagh pact of
1937 between the leaders of the Coastal Andhra and Rayalaseema. Prakasam became the
first Chief Minister even though he was not a member of the Congress party. Sanjiva Reddy,
the leader of the Congress party, became the Deputy Chief Minister. With the inauguration of
the Andhra State by Nehru, the forty year old dream of the Telugu people to have a separate
state of their own was partly fulfilled. They looked forward to the formation of Visalandhra
(Greater Andhra) with Hyderabad city as the capital.
Police Action on Hyderabad State
Andhras were very much agitated over the developments in the State of Hyderabad during
the years 1946-48. The Nizam sent his political adviser Walter Monckton to Delhi to discuss the
future of the state of Hyderabad with the Cabinet Mission (appointed by the British government
to discuss with the national leaders the question of Indian Independence). The Nizam hoped
that as the Taithful Ally' of the British Crown, Hyderabad would be declared a 'third dominion1
in the sub-continent along with India and Pakistan. On the 11th of June, 1947, the Nizam
issued a firman annoucing that he would not send representatives to the Constituent Assembly
of India, as he would become Independent' on the 15th of August, 1947. To his dismay
he found no mention of Hyderabad in the Indian Independence Bill introduced in the British
Parliament on the 9th of July, 1947. But the Nizam insisted that Hyderabad should be a
third dominion and tried to achieve his ambitious desire with the help of Kasim Razvi of the
Ittehadul Muslimeen and its storm-troopers, the Razakars.
Meanwhile, the Hindus of the Hyderabad State who accounted for 93 percent of Its
population, launched the 'Join India' Movement with the cooperation of a few patriotic Muslims
for the integration of the State with the rest of the country. The State Congress leaders, led
by Swam! Ramanand Tirtha, involved themselves whole-heartedly in the movement. As the
State Congress was banned by the Nizam, its leaders conducted their activities from places
like Vljayawada and Bombay, assisted by the Congress leaders.
The Communists on their part organised village defence squads (dalams) to protect the
villagers from the attacks of the Nizam police and Razakars. Razvi opposed the 'Join India'
movement and announced that he would unfurl the Asafla flag on the Red Fort of Delhi and
make the waves of the Bay of Bengal wash the feet of the Nizam. The Government of India
tried to make the Nizam see reason and sign the instrument of Accession with India. After
tortuous negotiations, the Nizam finally agreed to enter into a 'Stand Still Agreement' with
India for one year. This news incensed the Razakars. On the 27th of October, 1947, a huge
crowd of about 25,000 surrounded the house of the Nawab of Chattari and other members
of the Hyderabad delegation to Delhi and forced them to announce that they would not
leave for Delhi. Finally, a delegation approved by Razvl, consisting of his hand-picked hench-
men, signed a Stand Still Agreement with the Governement of India on the 29th of November, 1947.